Diffuse venous thromboemboli associated with IVIg therapy in the treatment of streptococcal toxic shock syndrome: case report and review.
Streptococcal toxic shock syndrome (STSS) is a severe invasive disease with a 40-80% mortality rate. Inflammatory cytokines induced by streptococcal pyrogenic exotoxins (SPEs) produce the clinical manifestations of a flu-like syndrome, followed by high fevers and multiorgan failure. Previously published reports have described the use of intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) as adjunctive treatment for STSS. However, concerns have been raised about the thromboembolic complications of this therapy. We report a severe case of STSS treated with two adjunctive courses of IVIg complicated by severe bilateral pulmonary thromboemboli. To our knowledge, this is the only reported case of thromboemboli associated with IVIg for STSS. The results of this case support the cautious use of IVIg for STSS and demonstrate the need for controlled trials to determine the appropriate timing, dosage, and course of treatment.